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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL 


Stated Meeting, January 
Present, fourteen members. 
Mr. President, the Chair. 


The result the annual election for officers, held this day, 
was reported the judges and clerks follows 


President: 
Peter Ponceau, LL.D. 
Vice-Presidents. 
‘Nathaniel Chapman, M.D., 


Joseph Hopkinson, LL.D., 
Robert Patterson, M.D. 


Secretaries. 
Franklin Bache, M.D., 
John Kane, 

Alexander Bache, LL.D., 


Francis Fisher. 


Counsellors for Three Years. 
Robert Hare, M.D., 

William Meredith, 

William Hembel, Jun., 
Charles Meigs, M.D. 


Curators. 
Isaac Lea, 


Isaac Hays, M.D., 
Franklin Peale. 


Treasurer. 
John Vaughan. 
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The following donations were received 


FOR THE CABINET. 

Neptune’s (Gigantia from 

Captain Story, through Messrs. Eyre 
Two specimens new mineral from the neighbourhood Char- 

lotte, C., proposed Mr. Featherstonhaugh called 

Mr. Franklin Peale. 
specimen augite steatite, from Oxford, H.—From Dr. 

James Mease. 


Mr. Lea read paper continuation his Memoir 
fresh-water and land shells, which was referred. 


Stated Meeting, January 19. 
Present, thirty-two members. 


Mr. Lea read paper further continuation his Memoir 
fresh-water and land shells, which was referred. 

Mr. Walker presented the notice the Society, the 
drawings self-registering anemometer and rain-gauge, 
invented Follett Osler, Birmingham, England, 
which explained the character and advantages. 

The Society elected John Vaughan librarian. 

Mr. Vaughan announced the death Joshua Humphreys, 

member the Society, aged 86, 


The following candidates were elected members 


Stated Meeting, February 
Present, twenty-three members. 
Mr. President, the Chair. 


The following donations were received 
FOR THE CABINET. 
Theodolite which belonged William Penn, and was used laying 
out the City Mr. Philip Physick. 
Press used making impressions from the Great Seal Pennsylva- 
nia under the Proprietary the same. 

letter was read from John Townsend, dated January 
20th, 1838, announcing the transmission the Indian Voca- 
bularies collected for the Society, and certain shells and 
geological specimens, selected for its use Mr. Peale. 

communication from the late Joshua Humphreys, Esq., 
dated December 23d, read, the subject the 
early history the naval construction the United States, 
tending correct erroneous impression the opinions 
and wishes President Washington the the 
navy, which had found place Professor Tucker’s Biography 
Mr. Jefferson, and which had been the subject remark 
Dr. Harris his Life Bainbridge. This communica- 
tion was referred the Historical Committee. 

The President communicated letter him from Mr. Ty- 
son, the House Representatives Pennsylvania, dated 
January 29th, 1838, giving intelligence relation the an- 
cient records the State, and the proposed publication 
them the public expense. 


Present, sixteen members. 
Dr. Vice-President, the Chair. 


The following donation was 


rOR THE CANINET, 
Collection American copper From Mr. Condy 
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PROCEEDINGS 


THE 


AMERICAN SOCIETY. 


JAN. FEB. MAR. £838. No. 


Stated Meeting, January 
Present, fourteen members. 
Mr. President, the Chair. 


The result the annual election for officers, held this day, 
was reported the judges and clerks follows:— 


President. 
Peter Ponceau, LL. 
Vice Presidents. 
Nathaniel Chapman, D., 


Joseph Hopkinson, LL. D., 


Secretaries. 
Franklin Bache, D., 
John Kane, 
Alexander Bache, LL. D., 
Francis Fisher. 


Counsellors for Three Years. 


Robert Hare, 
William Meredith, 
William Hembel, 


Curators. 


Isaac Lea, 
Isaac Hays, D., 
Franklin Peale. 


Treasurer. 


John Vaughan. 
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The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Annual Discourse delivered before the Ohio Historical and Philoso- 
phical Society, Columbus, December 23, 1837. Timothy 
Walker. Cincinnati, 1838.—From the Author. 

Address delivered before the Phi Beta Kappa Society, Alpha 
Author. 

lished Robert Davis. Philadelphia, 1837.—From the Pub- 
lisher. 

Essay the Veterinary Art, giving Account the Veterinary 
Colleges France and England, &c. Browne. 
delphia, 1837.—From the Author. 

Researches the Cheiroptera the United States. William 
Cooper. New York, 1837.—From the Author. 


FOR THE CABINET. 

Neptune’s punch (Gigantia Alcyonia), from 
Captain Story, through Messrs. Eyre Massey. 

Two specimens new mineral from the neighbourhood Char- 
lotte, C., proposed Mr. Featherstonhaugh called 
Mr. Franklin Peale. 

specimen augite steatite, from Oxford, Dr. 
James Mease. 


Mr. Lea read paper continuation his Memoir fresh 
water and land shells, which was referred. 


Stated Meeting, January 19. 


Present, thirty-two members. 
Mr. Ponceav, President, the Chair. 
The following donations were received 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Philadelphia, the Author. 


Congressional Documents the First Session the Twenty-fifth 
Congress. Washington, 1837-8.—From the Hon. John 
Forsyth, Secretary State. 

Transactions the Zoological Society London, Vol. II. Part 
London, 1836.—From the Society. 

Comprehensive Minute, commemorative Philip Syng Physick, 
D., Emer. Prof. Anatomy and Surgery the University 
delphia, 1838.—From William Meredith, Esq. 

Journal fiir die Baukunst. Herausgegeben von Dr. Crelle. 
Vols. 1829-30.—From Prof. Henry Vethake. 

Journal fiir die reine und angewandte Mathematik. Herausgegeben 
von Dr. Crelle. Berlin, 1826 1830.—From 
the same. 

Catalogue Plants, native and naturalized, the vicinity New- 
bern, Croom. New York, Dr. 
John Torrey. 

Introductory Lecture the Dignity Law. Delivered before 
the Cincinnati College, November, 1837. Timothy Walker. 
Cincinnati, 1837.—From the Author. 

Annales des Mines. Vol. XI. Paris, the Engineers 
Mines. 


Mr. Lea read paper further continuation his Memoir 
fresh water and land shells, which was referred. 

Mr. Walker presented the notice the Society, the 
drawings self-registering anemometer and rain gauge, in- 
vented Mr. Follett Osler, Birmingham, England, 
which explained the character and advantages. 

The Society elected John Vaughan librarian. 

Mr. Vaughan announced the death Joshua Humphreys, 
member the Society, aged 86. 


The following candidates were elected members:— 


Henry Reep, the University Pennsylvania. 
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Stated Meeting, February 
Present, twenty-three members. 
Mr. President, the Chair. 
The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


The Laws Wages, Profits, and Rents investigated. George 
Tucker, Professor Political Economy the University Vir- 
ginia. Philadelphia, 1837.—From the Author. 

The Select Medical Library. Edited John Bell, Nos. 
Philadelphia, 1837-8.—From the Editor. 

History the Indian Tribes North America, with Biographical 
Sketches, &c. Thomas M‘Kenney James Hall, Esq. 
Nos. Philadelphia, 1838.—From Messrs. Biddle 
and Greenough. 

Life and Services Commodore William Bainbridge, the United 
States Navy. Thomas Harris, 1837.— 
From the Author. 

FOR THE CABINET. 

Theodolite which belonged William Penn, and was used laying 
out the City Mr. Philip Physick. 

Press used making impressions from the Great Seal Pennsylva- 
nia under the Proprietary Government.—From the same. 


letter was read from John Townsend, dated January 
20th, 1838, announcing the transmission the Indian Voca- 
bularies collected for the Society, and certain shells and 
geological specimens, selected for its use Mr. 

communication from the late Joshua Humphreys, 
dated December 23d, 1837, was read, the subject the 
early history the naval construction the United States, 
tending correct erroneous impression the opinions 
and wishes President Washington the subject the 
navy, which had found place Professor Tucker’s Biography 
Mr. Jefferson, and which had been the subject remark 
Dr. Harris his Life Bainbridge. This communication 
was referred the Historical Committee. 

The president communicated letter him from Mr. Ty- 
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son, the House Representatives Pennsylvania, dated 
Jan. 29th, 1838, giving intelligence relation the ancient 
records the State, and the proposed publication them 
the public expense. 


Stated Meeting, February 16. 
Present, sixteen members. 
Dr. Parrerson, Vice President, the 


The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


Patologio Generale Lorenzo Martini. vols. Capolago, 
From the Author. 

Polizia Medica Lorenzo Martini. Capolago, 1834.—From the 
Author. 

Constitution the United States, Rules the Two Houses Con- 
gress, and Jefferson’s Manual. Printed Sherman Co. 
Philadelphia, 1837.—From Mr. Sherman. 

Familiar Letters Public Characters and Public Events. Wil- 
liam Sullivan. Boston, 1834.—From the Author. 

The Political Class-book, intended for the Higher Classes Schools. 
William Sullivan. With Appendix upon the Studies 
Practical Men. Emerson. Boston, 1837.—From the 
Author. 

Historical Causes and Effects, from the Fall the Roman Empire 
476, the Reformation William Sullivan. Bos- 
ton, 1838.—From the Author. 

View the Land Laws Pennsylvania, with Notices its early 
History and Legislation. Thomas Sergeant. Philadelphia, 
1838.— From the Author. 

Transactions the Royal Academy Berlin for 1835. Berlin, 
1837.—From the Academy. 

Bericht iiber die zur Bekanntmachung geeigneten Verhandlungen der 
Preuss. Akademie der Wissenschaften Berlin. Berlin, 
the same. 

Weekly Register. William Niles. Vol. 
more, the Editor. 
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Original Notes Paluw Father Morrone’s Cochinchinese 


Writing. Being Vol. II. the Historical Transactions the 
Society. Ponceau. Philadelphia, 1838.—From 
the 


FOR THE CABINET. 


Collection South American copper coins.—From Mr. Condy 
Raguet. 


Professor Henry, Princeton, made verbal communica- 
tion the lateral discharge electricity, while passing along 
wire the Leyden experiment, communicated directly 
insulated wire, wire connected with the earth; 
and detailed various experiments, proving that free electricity 
not, under any circumstances, conducted silently the 


earth. 
Bache announced the death Dr. John Eberle, mem- 
ber the Society, who died Lexington, Ky., the 
February, aged 54. 
Stated Meeting, March 
Present, twenty-three members. 
Ponceav, President, the Chair. 
FOR THE LIBRARY. 
Atlas Europe, executed the Geographical Establishment Brus- 
sels 1833. Containing 165 Maps. Vandemaden. 
sels, 1833.—From Mr. Tanner, and twenty-one other 
members the Society. 
Autographs the Members the Pennsylvania Convention for 
The Principles Political Economy. Henry Vethake. 
1838.—From the Author. 


Dissertation the Nature and Character the Chinese System 


: 


Magazine Natural History. Edited Edward Charlesworth. 
Vol. Nos. 12. London, 1837.—From the Editor. 

American Journal the Medical Sciences. Edited Isaac Hays, 
M.D. No. 42, for February. Philadelphia, 1838.—From the 
Editor. 

Etats Unis d’Amerique. Par Roux Rochelle. Paris, 1837. 
From the Author. 


The Historical Committee announced that they had com- 
pleted the publication Mr. Ponceau’s Dissertation the 
Nature and Character the Chinese System Writing, form- 
ing volume second the Historical Transactions the So- 
ciety. 

Mr. Walker read paper, entitled the 
Longitude several Stations near the Southern Boundary 
Michigan; calculated from Transits the Moon and moon 
culminating Stars, observed 1835 Andrew Talcott, late 
Captain United States 


The longitude places the United States, north the Ohio, 
had hitherto depended the observations Ellicott and Ferrer, 
made points the banks the Ohio river, and meridian lines 
drawn from this river, several hundred miles northward, the de- 
puty surveyors. From Mr. Walker’s computations, appears that 
Turtle Island, Lake Erie, has been placed only 1.7 geographical 
miles too far east Tanner’s true place 41° 
latitude; and hours, min. 34.3 sec. longitude from Green- 
wich. Also, South Bend Lake, Michigan, has been placed 3.9 
miles too far east; its true place being 41° hours, 
min. 15.3 sec. These observations Capt. Talcott will prove 
highly useful geographers, furnishing standard points refer- 
ence the northernmost part the United States. 


Mr. Vaughan announced the death Benjamin Dearborn, 
Boston, member the Society, who died the 22d 
February, 1838, aged 83. 
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Stated Meeting, March 16. 


Present, seventeen members. 


Dr. Vice President, the Chair. 


The following donations were 


FOR THE LIBRARY. 


The Statutes Large South Carolina. Edited under the Autho- 
rity the Legislature. Thomas Cooper. Vol. Colum- 
bia, C., 1837.—From Dr. Philip Tidyman. 

Speech the Bill suspend the Payment the Fourth Instalment 
the Surplus Revenue the United States. Charles 
Mercer. Washington, the Author. 

Statistical Tables, exhibiting the Condition and Product certain 
Branches Industry Massachusetts, for the Year ending the 
April, John Bigelow, Secretary the Com- 
monwealth. Boston, 1838.—From Josiah Quincy, Jun., Esq. 

Reports the Engineers the Western Rail Road Corporation, 
made the Directors the same. 

Fourth Annual Report the Common Schools, Academies, and Col- 
leges Pennsylvania. Burrowes, Secretary the 
Commonwealth. the Author. 


Mr. Lea invited the attention the Society certain facts, 
mentioned Memoire sur quelques Acephales d’eau douce 


Mr. Rang, relation the torpidity the 
Anadonta Chaiziana. 
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